= R 


— rer 
> 3 
- 


”% 


PREACHED IN | E- 2 2 = 3 
"The Pariſh Church of LISBURMN, = 
On Sunday, June 28th, 1767. | 4 ä 


| On Occaſion of the Death of 1 ; 
| Mr. RICHARD ARCHBOLD, 


Formerly a JESUIT profeſſed, . 
Who conformed to the Eſtabliſhed Church of +; 
Ireland, in the Year 1795. 


To which is Added, ec 5 
An A PP E N D I X, 


CONTAINING — „ 

of his Life, and Extradts from bi 
apers, explain the Motives, and evidence: - 75 

the Sincerity of his Converſion. 8 


BY the Right Rev. JAMES Lord Biſhop EY 
Down and Connor. 


B L I N: ; 
Printed by Genes FAULKNER, in Parliament-ftrech. = | 
4 l Moc LEVI. | 3 8 52... —_— 


© : 
ws * 
— . L 
Ly s #45 
1 1 _ - , 
* 
* = 
3 e N 
41 
8 N 1 
i $0 = 4 A. . ode < 1 5 
on Bn "Ee" 


* * 


Pp 
Os 2 


* 
8 


** 


— — 


Cx 
„„ ; 


To Mas. ARCHBOLD. 


r PA a 3. ** . _ * 


MADAM, 


HAD fo intimate a Knowledge of Mr. 
Archbold's religious Sentiments, and was 
ſo well ſatisfied of his Sincerity, that I could 
not avoid taking every proper Opportunity of 
expreſſing my entire Approbation of it. His 
Situation, as every One knows, was pecu- 
liar; it demanded therefore a peculiar At- 
tention. It was for this Reaſon that I choſe 
to preach the following Diſcourſe. The ſo- 
lemn Occaſion, I thought, required it; and 
required it in a particular Manner from me, 
as a Debt both to private Friendſhip, and to 
the Proteſtant Religion. I had indeed little 
Time for Preparation; but, at this I felt no 
Uneaſineſs, as I knew that the Audience would 
be too much intereſted in the Subject, to be- 
ſtow a Thought on the Merit of the Com- 
poſition. 5 | 


I was a little diſconcerted, however, when 
you expreſſed a ſtrong: Deſire of ſeeing it pub- 
liſhed. I could not bring myſelf to give an 
_ abſolute Promiſe ; and yet my Heart would 
not permit me to refuſe what your deep Af-- 
fliction prompted you to conſider as an Indul- 
. A 2 | gence. 
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gence, - Time, I imagined, would diminiſh 
the Force of that painful Senſibility with 
which your Heart was then agitated ; and 
would induce you to drop the With of ſeeing 
the Sermon in Print. Your Defire, however, 
of having Juſtice done to the Memory of my 
late worthy Friend ſtill triumphing over every 
other Idea; I can no longer, from Motives 
which ſolely regard myſelf, deny you a Satis- 
faction, which may poſſibly be attended with 
ſome Advantage to his Character. | 
| 5 | 
AT your Requeſt then the Diſcourſe is now 
made public; and I heartily pray God that it 
may anſwer the important Purpoſes for which 
it is ſincerely intended. I have added in a 
ſhort Appendix ſome Remarks on his Life 
which could not be fo well introduced into 
the Body of the Diſcourſe; and likewiſe a 
few Extracts from his Papers now in my Poſ- 
ſeſſion; which, till ſomething more regular 
and more finiſhed is prepared, may ſatisfy the 
World that he was a Convert upon Principle, 


and from rational Conviction. 


I sHouLD be extremely ſorry, Madam, to 
add to the Weight of thoſe. gloomy Reflec- 
tions which muſt naturally ariſe in your Mind 
on this intereſting Subject: I would rather 
diſpel from your Heart the ſorrowful Feelings 


which oppreſs it. It is in this View that I 


muſt beg Leave to obſerve, that your long 
qc and 


— — — — 


| E 

and unremitted Care of your beloved Huſ- 

band during a very tedious Diſorder, entitle 

vou to univerſal Eſteem and Reſpect: Vou 
performed your Duty to him in that trying 

Situation with a Conſtancy and Reſolution 

not eaſily to be imitated. | 


Tris J do not mention merely as a Foun- 
dation of Praiſe; but as a natural Source of 
inward Satisfaction. Indeed the only true 
and permanent Happineſs we enjoy muſt be 
derived from the Teſtimony of à good Conſci- 
ence; and it is comfortable to reflect, that 
there is no Situation ſo diſtreſſing, in which 


this ſupreme Happineſs may not be power- 


fully experienced. But this is a Reflection 


which your own exemplary Conduct muſt 


frequently have ſuggeſted to you. Indeed it 
generally takes its firſt Riſe from painful 
Feelings; but I hope God will connect that 


Chriſtian Conſolation with more proſperous 
Events, and bleſs the remaining Part of 

your Life with a conſtant and uniform Satis- 
faction. I am with true Regard and Eſteem, 


MAD AM, 
Your ſincere Friend, 
And faithful Servant, 
DvnLin, Nov. 25th, 


1767. 
JAMES, DOWN and CONNOR. 
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SERMON. 


Jos, Chap. xiv. Ver. I, 2. 


Man that is born of a Woman, is of few Days, 
and full of Trouble He cometh forth like a 
Flower, and is cut down; be fleeth alſo as a 
Shadow, and continueth not. | 


TUMAN Life comprehends a Syſtem af 
Actions and Events fo varied and complex, 
that it may be viewed in a Multiplicity of Lights: 
This is fo much the Caſe, that we ſeldom find, 
that the Obſervations of different Perſons concern- 
ing it are uniform and conſiſtent ; nay, for the 
moſt Part, they are not only different, but contra- 
dictory. 


AccorpinG to ſome, the Creature Man is a 


Being of the moſt exalted Dignity ; is almoſt ſelf· 
ſufficient with regard to his own Happineſs; is 2 


endowed with the higheſt Accompliſnments; is the 
Lord of this lower World; has the inanimate, the 
vegetable and the animal Creation ſubject to his 
Power; and is rich in the unbounded Poſſeſſion of 
every Thing that can contribute to his Eaſe, his 
Satisfaction or his Enjoyment. In ſhort, he is mag- 

A4 nified 


08) 
nified into a Sort of little Divinity ; as if his Nature 
was not ſuſceptible of Pain, Anxiety or Diſtreſs. 
And of this ſo many plauſible Inſtances are produ- 
ced, that our Pride and Vanity are eaſily engaged 
to favour the Deſcription ; we too readily embrace 
the pleaſing Deceit, and fondly believe without 
Inquiry or Examination. V 


Bur we are not ſuffered long to enjoy this delu- 
ſive Idea of fancied Majeſty; for we find many 
Obſervers of human Nature, who, on the contrary, 
aſſure us that, of all the Creatures we are acquaint- 
ed with, Man is the moſt miſerable and unhappy. 
Limited in his Views, and ſtill more limited in his 
active Powers, he is perpetually liable to Obſtruc- 
tion and Diſappointment. Weak both in Body 
and in Mind, he is expoſed to continual Vexation 
and Trouble. A Multiplicity of Diſtreſſes ſtill 
attends him, in what Situation ſoever he finds him- 
ſelf; and an uninterrupted Train of Evils accom- ' 
panies him from the Moment of his Birth, till he 
bids a final Adieu to this unhappy State of Being. 
Unfortunately too this gloomy Deſcription is ſup- 
ported by a Variety of Proofs, ſo that we are 
conſtrained to yield an unwilling Aſſent, and to 
drop a ſympathetic Tear over the complicated Diſ- 
treſſes of Human Nature. | 


Now, in what Manner are we to regulate our 
Judgments in this Matter ? How are we to form a 
uſt Eftimate of Human Life, amidſt ſuch a Variety 
of Contradictions ? Perhaps it is not neceſſary for us 
to think with Preciſion on ſo extenſive and fo difficult 
a Subject. Poſſibly God intended we ſhould have 
different Views of 1t, foreſeeing that it might be of 
Service to every Man, to conſider it in a Light that was 


peculiar to his Feelings, Connexions and Situation. 
That 


„ 
That this 5 Conſt tution of Things actually is of ther 
moſt important Uſe, we ſhall __ be convinced 
as we proceed in this Diſcourſe. 


5 a Syſtem ſo complex as that of 3 Life; 
an endleſs Variety of Scenes muſt be alternately 
paſſing before us; it muſt naturally preſent Views 
and Appearances of every poſſible Species. Some- 
times every Object around ſeems to ſolicit us to 
Mirth, Gaiety — Pleaſure; all Nature wears 2 
ſmiling Aſpect, and incites us to partake of the: 
general Joy. Perhaps the very next Moment 
reverſes the inviting Picture, and converts this 
Feſtivity and Mirth into the moſt intereſting Scenes 
of Diſtreſs. Inſtead of the Pipe and the Dance, 
we are led to contemplate the Tears of the Widow, 
the Cries of the unhappy Orphan, and all the 
Diſtreſſes which uſually accompany Poverty and 
Diſeaſe: And while we are under the Power of 
theſe delicate Impreſſions, they ſo totally occupy * 
us, that we are apt to wonder at our former Levity, 
and almoſt determine never to give Way any more 
to Thoughtleſſneſs and Diſſipation. 


Bur thoſe Scenes which ſo variouſly aſſault us 
from without are not the ſole Cauſes of that Dif- 
ference which we feel in our Sentiments with regard 
to the Happineſs or Miſery of Human Life: The 
Difference — ſprings from within ourſelves. 
The Nature of Man is in itfelf extremely com- 
plex; he has a great Variety of Powers, and is 


very fickle and inconſtant in the Exerciſe of them. | 


He is apt to make his own Mind and Temper the 
Standard of way Thing without him; he eſti- 
mates Human Life by his own Feelings, without 


examining elſewhere; and thus pronounces upon 
the Happineſs or Miſery * it, according as 
he 


L007: 
he at that inſtant happens to be affected in his own 
Breaſt. | 


Ir he feels his Boſom dilated with Joy, he has 
no Suſpicion that Miſery dwells any where elle ; 
every Object around him, he fancies, partakes of 
his Pleaſure. If, on the contrary, his Heart labours 
under a Weight of Grief, Pain or Anxiety ; his 
Diſtreſs, he imagines, is viſibly painted upon every 
Object within his View; all Nature, he thinks, 
participates of his Affliction, and ſympathiſes with 
the unhappy Sufferer. In this Situation the gayeſt, 
the moſt pleaſing Scenes are ſo far from affording 
him Relief, that they rather increaſe his Uneaſi- 
neſs, and fill him with additional Averſion and 
Diſguſt. | 


TRESE Obſervations ſerve to ſhew us how diffi- 
cult it is to form a juſt Eſtimate of Human Life; 
for if we attend to our own Feelings, we find they 
will be apt to deceive us; if we look abroad into 
the World, ſo many deceitful Appearances are 
there, that we are likewiſe in Danger of being 
miſled. Of this there cannot be a ſtronger, nor a 
more intereſting Proof than that which 1s contained 


in the Hiſtory of Job. 


Hap that perfect and upright Man given his 
Opinion of Human Life in the Days of his Proſpe- 
rity; when, as he himſelf tells us, God's Candle 
ſhined upon his Head; when he waſhed his Steps 
with Butter, and the Rock poured him out Rivers 
Oil; when every Ear that heard him, bleſſed - 
bim; when every Eye that ſaw him, gave Wiineſs 
to him; when the Bleſſing of him that was ready to 
periſh came upon him; and when he cauſed the 

5 idw 
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Widow's Heart to fing for Jo in ſhort, when 
every Object participated of his Beneficence, and 
when all who were near him became Sharers in his, 
Happineſs ; if in theſe Circumſtances he had left 
us an Account of his Sentiments with regard to the 
Happineſs of Human Life ; how gay, how plea- 
ſing, how flattering would have been jthe Deſerip- 
tion]! Yet what a ſad Change do a few Moments 
produce ! 


Tuls very Man, fo lately the Favourite of Pro- 
vidence, and the Idol of the Poor, the Fatherleſs 
and the Widow, is ſuddenly ſtripped of every 
Thing that was dear and valuable to him ; he ſits 
down in the Duſt forlorn and helpleſs; nay, an 
Object of Deriſion and Contempt; and in theſe 
moſt unhappy Circumſtances, in the Bitterneſs and 
Anguiſh of his Soul, he forms a new Eſtimate of 
Human Life. But alas! what a gloomy, what a 
melancholy Picture does he draw ! Such a Picture 
indeed as 1t is hardly poſſible for a feeling Heart to 
dwell upon, or even to view, without the moſt 
tender Emotions, : - 

He begins the gloomy Eſtimate by curſing his 

Day, as the Scripture emphatically expreſſes it. 
Let the Day periſh, ſays he, wherein I was born; 
and the Night in which it was ſaid, there is a Han- 
child concerved F And having in the nioſt pathetic 
Manner lamented over his own Misfortunes, he 
ſheds a Tear of Pity over the unhappy, Lot of 
Human Nature, and tenderly bewails the num 


* Job, chap. 29. 7 + Job, chag. 3- 5 
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berleſs Misfortunes of Human Life. V bar ts 
Man, ſays he, that thou ſhould/t magnify bim; 
and that thou fſhouldſt jet thine Heart upon him 
that thou ſhouldt vifit him every Morning, and 
try him every Moment!“ Man that is born of a 
Woman, is of few Days, and full of Trouble : He 
cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut down , be fleeth 
alſo as a Shadow, and continueth not. 


Ar preſent we ſhall not attempt to decide on 
this Queſtion concerning the Miſery or Happineſs 
of Human Life; the Deciſion would be attend- 
ed with little Profit, and would not promote the an 
Purpoſe which we now have in View. We 
ſhall rather chuſe to make a few general Obſerva- 
tions on the State of Human Nature in this reſpect ; 
Obſervations which will naturally lead us to admire 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God exemplified in 
the Conſtitution of this World ; and induce us to 
make a proper Improvement of our Situation in 


it. 


Or all the Powers with which it hath pleaſed God 
to endow us, there is none more remarkable than that 
which binds us to our Fellow Creatures: our Heart 
inſtantaneouſly adapts itſelf to the Situation and 
Circumſtances of our Neighbour ; and we rejoice 
in his Proſperity and good Fortune : We enter into 
the Spirit of his Diſtreſſes too; we weep with them 

that weep, as well as rejoice with them that ao 
rejoice t and this Debt of Sympathy we always 
pay with a peculiar Satisfaction: Nay, we feel our- 
ſelves ſo deeply intereſted in the Pains and Diſtreſſes 


” Chap 7. v. 175 18. t Chap. I4. v. I, 2. 
t Rom. chap. 12. v. 15. | 
| of 
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of our Brethren, that we forget, we relin- 
quiſh our own private Pleaſures, in order to 
ſhare, and by ſharing diminiſn the Load of their 

Affliction. 0 i 4 1 L's ; "14 / £ 


Now this is a ſtrong; Preſumption-that the Ils of 
Life are numerous and important; it is a Proof 
that Man that is born of a Woman is full of Trou- © 
ble; for otherwiſe, why ſhould God have thought 
it neceſſary to attach us ſo ſtrongly to the painful 
Feelings of others, as that we are drawn to them 
as it were 204th Bands of Love, and with ' Cords: of 
a Man? Nay, it is a Preſumption likewiſe that 
Pain and Affliction are proper and, neceſſary for us 
in this State of Being; eſpecially. that ſoothing, 
that intereſting. Pain of Compaſſion and Sym- 


pathy. wy 


Ses then what a wonderful Conſtitution of 
Things is here! Let us behold and wonder that, 
tho! Life is in itſelf expoſed to a Variety of Evils, 
yet Man is united to Man in fo forcible-a Manner, 
that for his Sake he goes in Search after Pain and 
AMiction ; prefers it before all ſolitary and- ſelfiſh 
Pleaſures; enjoys it as a virtuous. Feeling; and 

does not ceafe- to do fo, till the Diſtreſs of his 
Neighbour is removed or. alleviated. Thus it 
appears that the Tenderneſs of Sympathy is ſo far 
from encreaſing the Ills of Life, as we might at 
firſt Sight imagine, that it really has a contrary 
Tendency; for the Feeling neceſſarily preſents to 
us the Idea of Virtue, of Duty and of Pleaſure; 
and it divides the mighty Stream of Woe into a 
Variety of ſmaller Channels, all of which by the 
Diviſion become leſs forcible and overpowering. 


WT. Hoſ. chap. 11. v. 4. 8 | 64:3 


(] 4 3” 
This is, no Doubt, the Goodneſs of God, who, in 
Pity to Human Miſery, has graciouſly interwoven 
with it a Thouſand alleviating Circumſtances ; in 
Conſequence of which the Pains of Life are much 
leſſened, and the Intereſts of Virtue greatly pro- 
moted. Thus our Misfortunes become the natural 
Means of procuring us our greateſt and our beſt 
Happineſs. | 


To aſcertain theſe happy Conſequences, God has 
made a very wiſe and rich Proviſion in the Conſti- 
tution of our Nature. We find, for Inſtance, that 
we are extremely fond of Company; now, this is 
one important Link of that ſocial Chain which 
binds us to our own Species, tho we are not always 
diſpoſed to look upon it in this Light. If then in 
Company any Perſon diſcovers an uncommon 
Degree of Senſe and good Temper ; but above all, 
of Worth and Honeſty ; here our natural Benevo- 
lence finds a preciſe and determinate Object to fix 
upon ; and in that Caſe how ſuddenly is an Attach- 
ment formed ? But if the Perſon happens to be 
in Diſtreſs or Affliction, we cannot withſtand the 
inviting Opportunity ; our Hearts are immediately 
ſoftened ; we already look upon him as our Friend 
and Brother, and feel the ſweeteſt Satisfaction in 
endeavouring to heal his wounded Heart, and in 
pouring out kind Tears of Sympathy and Com- 


paſſion. - 


Bur in no Caſe do we find the Force of this 
tender Charity fo powerful and prevailing, as when : 
we are deprived of the Company of one who has : E 
long been united to us by the Ties of Acquaintance, 
Friendſhip and mutual good Offices. Here it is 
with Difficulty that we can reconcile ourſelves to the. 
Loſs; the Image for a long Time accompanies us 
both 


n 
both at Home and Abroad, both i in Society and in 
Retirement; we take Delight in thinking over all 
his Virtues ; his Weakneſſes are eaſily forgotten; 
and we reflect only on the e Circumſtances 
which rendered him dear and amiable to us. 


ik this Situation our Imagination loves to dwell 
upon the Vanity of Human Life and of all its 
Enjoyments; we then readily adopt the Sentiments 
of Job, and cry out with him, Man that is born r 
a Woman, is of few Days, and full of Trouble : 
Hie cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut down; he 
fleeth alſo as a Shadow, and continueth not. We 
find ourſelves diſpoſed likewiſe to lift up our Eyes 
to Heaven, that happy Manſion to which our de- 
ceaſed Friend hath departed ; and if we have the 
Seeds of Religion in our Hearts, are apt to wiſh in 
the Eagerneſs of our Affection that we may be 
united with him in that Place, where the Weary are 
at Reſt; where the Priſoners reſt together, and hear 
not the Voice of the Oppreſſor.* In this Situation 
too, if the deceaſed has left any Relations behind 
+ him, we enter deeply into the Spirit of their Af- 
fiction ; we conſider them in ſome Meaſure as our 
own Friends; we feel a new Attachment to their 
Intereſts; we divide in ſome Meaſure amoni them 
the F riendſhip and Affection which we felt for their 
departed Friend ; and thus our Regard for them is 
proportionably encreaſed. 


Now, is not this a moſt PETE Inſtance of 
the rich Proviſion which God has made, in the very 
Conſtitution of our. Nature, for the Intereſts of 
Benevolence and Humanity? Does he not appear 


* Job, chap. -3. v. 17, 18. 
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to be indeed the kind Father of the Human Race, 
in having ſo formed their Natures, that when any 
Diſtreſs or Calamity oppreſſes any of them, but 
eſpecially in any intereſting or overpowering Mis- 
fortune, we are conſtrained to fly to their Relief, 
and find a peculiar Happineſs in adminiſtering all 
the Comfort that is deſirable in fo painful a Situ- 
ation ? ; | fe 


Tnvs may we with Joy and with Gratitude per- 
ceive that, notwithſtanding the numberleſs Evils to 
which Human Life is expoſed, a gracious Scheme 
is formed, even in this World, for ſoothing, for 
leflening and for relieving them; and that in the 
midſt of Pain, Trouble and Diſtreſs, a Support or 
Encouragement 1s prepared in Behalf of the Virtue 
and the Happineſs of Mankind; ſo that, if we 
attend to the Influence which Calamity and Miſ- 
fortunes have upon the Mind in leading it to Virtue 
and Goodneſs, we may here juſtly exclaim with the 
Patriarch Jacob; ſurely the Lord is in this Place, 
and we knew it not; this is none other but the Houſe 
of God; this is the Gate of Heaven.“ | 


I nave naturally been led, my Brethren, into 
this Train of thinking by a late melancholy Event, 
in which every one in this Place is in ſome Reſpect 
intereſted. A worthy Member of Society, a Friend 
to-Religion and to all good Men, has been taken 
away from us and from his Fnends. And tho' he 
was taken away at a Period when we could hardly 
hope that he could have enjoyed a long Remainder 
of Life among us; nay, when the Evil Days were 
already come, and the Years when he could juſtly ſay 


* Gen. chap. 28. v. 16, 17. 


he 
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he had no Pleaſure in them; yet there were many 
important Circumſtances attending his Life, which 
would have rendered the Continuance of it highly 

ble to us, and wer gr valuable to the 


World. A Recollection of will, no Doubt, 
have ſuſtained ; yet to mention them may afford 
the Heart ſome Satisfaction, and likewiſe ſome 


it 1s better to go to the Houſe of Mourning, than 
to go to the Houſe of Feaſting , for that is the 
End of all Men, and the living will lay it to 
Heart. Here Sorrow is better than Laugbter; for 
by the * of the Countenance the Heart is made 

Her. NED > Big 


Axp here I could, as is cuſt nary on fimilar © 


much increaſe our Senſibility of the Loſs which we 


Improvement. For this is one of thoſe Caſes where 


Occaſions, recount with extreme Pleaſure a Num- 


ber of amiable Qualities which adorned the Man, 


enlivened the Companion, and endeared the Friend; 
I could mention a Number of Graces which ſhine 
in Company, which ſweeten private and domeſtic 


Life, and which render Society eaſy, chearful and 


ble. But I muſt check every Deſire of at- 
tempting to do Juſtice to his Character in theſe 
Reſpects. The Deſcription might indeed be pleaſ- 
ing; but as his better Days had been ſpent before I 


became acquainted with him, I might perhaps incur 


the Suſpicion of a Partiality which would ill become 
the Place where I ſtand, if I endeavoured to de- 
ſcribe Qualities which I could perceive only in a 
fainter Degree. With regard to theſe therefore, I 


ſhall refer you to your own perſonal Knowledge of 


him; by which I am ſure I ſhall do more effectual 


* Juſtice to his Memory, than by indulging my own 
Inclination, As to the Man, the Companion and 
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the Friend then, let his Friends and Acquaintance 
ſpeak ; they will readily concur to do him Juſtice. 


I sHALL conſider him in a higher and more 
important Character; I wiſh to deſcribe him to 
you, my Brethren, as a Chriſtian, in the moſt en- 
larged Senſe of the Word, and, as a Fellow Diſci- 
ple of our great Lord and Maſter. This is my 
- peculiar Province as a Miniſter of Chriſt ; and, if 
I was ſilent, I ſhould do Juſtice neither to him, to 
myſelf, nor to the World; here therefore I ſhall 
not attempt an Apology ; it would be doing 
an Injury to Chriſtianity to conceal his real Cha- 
__ 


You know that Birth, Education and Example 
united to make him a Member of a very ſuperſti- 
tious Church. To copy an Expreſſion of St. Paul, 
after the ſtraiteft Seft of that Religion he lived a 
Jeſuit.* Of that Order he imbibed all the Zeal 
and Spirit: The Goodneſs of his Nature, however, 
rendered him incapable of that Selfiſhneſs, that 

Hypocriſy and Love of Perſecution, for which the 
Jeſuits have always been ſo remarkable. His Abili- 
ties and Capacity were great ; and his Attachment to 
his Order cordial and fincere ; no Wonder then that 
he gained great Reſpe& and Confidence with the 
Members of a Society ever greedy of filthy Lucre, 
and ambitious of eſtabliſhing a Dominion over the 
Conſciences of Men, and of being Lords over God's 
Heritage. With this View he was ſent into 
remote Countries as an active and vigilant Miſſi- 
onary ; and great Advan and Succeſs 'were 
expected from the Exertion of his Zeal and uncom- 


mon Talents. 


* Acts chap. 26. v. 5. + 1 Pet. chap. 5. v. 2, 3. 
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In. this new Situation indeed his Labours were 
but too ſucceſsful ; However, a more immediate 
Proſpect of Gain determined his Superiors to ſhift 
the Scene of his Induſtry, and to ſend him into his 
own Country. But being diſappointed in their mer- 
Cenary Purpoſes, they at laſt procured him a ſmall 

Eſtabliſnment in a retired Part of England. 


Happ for Mr. Archbold was this quiet Retreat; 

for it afforded him Leiſure to think, to ſtudy and 
to converſe with Freedom ; and thus a Foundation 
was laid by Divine Wiſdom for diſengaging his 
Mind from an unhappy Attachment to-the ens 
of a moſt unſanctified Order. By Degrees his 
Attention was rouſed; and he was inſenſibly puſned 
on to a candid and rational Enquiry into the Nature 
of his Profeſſion, and of the Principles upon which 
it was founded. This opened a Door for Doubt 
and Suſpicion, which ſoon gave Way to an abſolute 
Uncertainty. Then all within him was Anxiety and 
Uneaſineſs. 1 


STILL bowed down with a Load of early Preju- 
_ dices; juſt beginning to perceive a faint Ray of the 
glorious Light of Truth; but unable to aſcertain 
its Nature, or even to view it in its full Beauty and 
Luſtre; ſeeing no ſolid Foundation for his paſt Opi- 
nions; and being without Strength to eſtabliſh, 
nay, Without Power to form new and rational 
Principles of Faith and Practice; what can be ima- 
gined more diſtreſsful or more perplexing ? The 
Honeſty of his Heart however ſupported him 
his Integrity and Uprightne/s preſerved him“ in the 


Paal. 25. . 41. 
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painful Conflict ; and his Courage and Reſolution 
enabled him to proceed with Succeſs in the impor- 
tant and laborious Undertaking. C 


RETIRED in a Manner from the World, he gave 
himſelf up to ſevere Study and Meditation. He 
examined and re-examined, one by one, all his 
former Principles with Candour and Deliberation ; 
till at laſt he fully and amply fatisfied himſelf of 
their Impropriety and Falſhood. Still, however, 
he did not declare himſelf; no, it was not ſufficient 
to have diveſted himſelf of Prejudices; he had 
new Principles to eftabliſh ; his Work therefore 
was but half executed; a new and a very painful 
Enquiry ſtill remained. | | 


In order to accompliſh this, he began an accurate 
Examination of the Principles of our Church, 
againſt which he had formerly been fo ſtrongly pre- 

judiced; and every Step brought him new Light 
and Conviction, till at length he formed an exact 
and uniform, a conſiſtent and rational Syſtem of 
Faith and Duty, according to the Principles of the 
reformed Churches of England and Ireland. Then 
for the firſt Time Happineſs beamed upon his Soul; 
then he could give an Anſwer to every Man that 
aſked him a Reaſon of the Hope that was in him ;* 
and then, and only then, did he make a willing, a 
chearful and. a public Profeſſion of his religious 
Principles. Theſe Circumſtances prove that Motives 
of Intereſt were entirely out of the Queſtion. His 
Principles were not to be unhinged either by Hope 
or by Fear; and he had much both to fear and to 


* 1 Pet. chap. 3. v. 15. 
pe; 
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hope; but he lived and died in the open and per- 
manent Faith and Practice of them. 5 


Now, if any Man will but conſider the Difficulty 
of ſo extraordinary a Taſk as this; the Taſk of diſ- 
engaging one's ſelf from a connected Chain of religiĩ · 
ous Prepoſſeſſions, and of acquiring a regular Syſtem 
of new Opinions, merely by the Force of rational 
Enquiry and Conviction, amidſt a Thouſand Dan- 
gers and other unpromiſing Circumſtances; he 
muſt neceſſarily admire that Courage, that Strength 
and that Greatneſs of Mind which enabled him to 
accompliſh it. Indeed, my Brethren, a Man muſt 
have thought much, and reaſoned much with his 
own Heart, before he can even have an Idea of tie 
Greatneſs of the Difficulty. 


I nave enlarged upon this Circumſtance with 
the greater Pleaſure, becauſe it places him in a ſin- 

lar and moſt important Point of View; and I 
| | han done it with the greater Confidence, becauſe 
I attended him for a long Time both as a Friend 
and a Clergy-man, during the tedious Illneſs which 
at laſt unhappily deprived us of him. During my 
continued Intercourſe with him in thoſe ſolemn 
Moments, when the Heart is open, and when a. 


near Proſpect of the other World baniſhes all the 


little Conſiderations which regard this, I received 
from his own Mouth repeated Accounts of - his 
religious Inquiries and Proceedings : And they were 
given with ſuch Diſtinctneſs. and Preciſion, and were 
accompanied with ſuch Reaſons and ts, that 
they could be dictated by Truth and Honeſty alone; 
they were delivered too with ſo expreſſive a Satis- 
faction, that they carried compleat Conviction along 
with them. | 


I Hap 
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IHA long felt a Curiofity to ſee a Man in fo 
peculiar a Situation; yet I reſtrained my Deſire, 
till I found that my Attendance would be particu- 
larly agreeable: Then I readily embraced the 
Opportunity ; and the entire Satisfaction I received 
in my firſt Viſits, was a ſtrong Inducement fre- 
quently to repeat them. On this Occaſion indeed 
J cannot avoid expreſſing my Sorrow that I can no 
longer enjoy ſo intereſting a Pleaſure. The only 
Satisfaction I can now feel in that Reſpect is in 
paying this juſt Tribute to his Memory, and in 
giving a willing and a public Teftimony of my 
firmeſt Conviction of the Honeſty and Sincerity of 
his Profeſſion: And this I am well qualified to do, 
from the intimate Knowlege I have been enabled to 
acquire of his real Character and Manner of Thinking. 


On many Accounts I efteem myſelf happy in 
having fixed my Reſidence in this Part of my Di- 
ocefe, and particularly as it hath afforded me an 
Opportunity of being acquainted with our departed 
Friend, and of doing Juſtice to his Memory ; 
which may alſo in ſome Degree prove not unſer- 
viceable to our pure and reformed Religion, as it 
may prevent any Miſrepreſentation of his Conduct ; 
A Thing not unlikely to be attempted by a Set of 
unhappy and deluded Men, who, convinced as they 

muſt be of his Sincerity, might wiſh to blaſt his 
Reputation, in order to palliate the Loſs which 
their Church hath ſuſtained by his Converſion, and 
to confirm their miſguided Votaries in the Faith of 
ſome peculiar ines as deſtructive of true 
Religion, as they are pernicious to the Intereſts 
of Civil Society. | | 


| He was too well acquainted with the Spirit of 
the Church and Order he had left, not to _— 
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all the malignant Obloquy that diſappointed Rage 
and Malice could fuggeſt. It was indeed, as is 


uſual on ſuch Occaſions, poured out upon him 


without Meaſure. But he hoped that the Laws of 
his Country would have been his Protection from 
more dangerous Attempts ; however, in that he 
found himſelf miſtaken ; and therefore was reduced 
to the Neceſſity of quitting his own Eſtate. for the 
Security of his Liberty and Life. He accordingly : 


took Refuge in this Proteſtant Town, where he at 


laſt enjoyed the ineſtimable Bleſſing both of. civil 
and religious Liberty. Here you all know that he 


ved a true Proteſtant, and I am his fincere Wit- 


neſs that he died one. 


Bur it would be uſeleſs in this Place, and before 
ſuch an Audience, to enlarge more upon this Part of 


the Subject. Every one preſent muſt be fully ſatiſ- 


fied of the Juſtneſs and Propriety of his Sentiments 
in religious Matters. Still leſs will it be expected 
that J ſhould enter into a Detail of his Practice. 
You, my Brethren, are all much better acquainted 

with his Actions than with his Principles; for they 
are Objects of general and eaſy Obſervation. In 


this Reſpect he was perfectly conſiſtent; as he. 
thought, fo he acted, like a Chriſtian. EEE 


Ix the Power of Religion upon the Heart could 


be proved by Acts of Public Spirit, of Generoſity, 


of Kindneſs and of Humanity, no other Proofs 
would be requiſite of his having made the Laws of 

the Goſpel the Rule of his Life, and of his having 
in all Thin gs adorned the Doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour. You know that his principal Pleaſure con- 
ſiſted in relieving the Miſeries of his Fellow. Crea- 


Tit. chap. 2. v. 10. 
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tures, and in promoting the Happineſs of all thoſe 
who had Occaſion for his Aſſiſtance; and in this 
pious and amiable Exerciſe of Humanity and Chriſ- 
tian Benevolence he uniformly perſevered, till Death 
removed him to that Place where thoſe who die in 
the Lord reſt from their Labours, and their Works 


do follow them.“ 


For the Truth cf theſe Obſervations I could, in 
this Aſſembly, call upon a Multitude of grateful _ 
Witneſſes ; I could appeal to Numbers whoſe Miſe- 
ries have been relieved, whoſe Happineſs has been 
encreaſed or reſtored by the Kindneſs of his Coun- 
ſel, or by the Liberality of his Hand. To many 
of you, my poorer Brethren, I might appeal, who 
have been fed and warmed by his generous Huma- 
nity. Suffer me to condole with you on the heavy 
Loſs you. have ſuſtained. He was indeed a moſt 
willing Friend, and a moſt powerful Protector. 
Be grateful to Providence for the liberal Aſſiſtance 
which he gave you ; and expreſs that Gratitude by 
exerciſing the Virtues which are proper in your 
Station, and which become your Characters. If 
this is your ſteady Reſolution, either you will have 
no Occaſion for ſuch an extraordinary Aſſiſtance, or 
Heaven will kindly indulge you with a new Bene-- 
factor. In the mean Time I am perſuaded that 
your Hearts are moſt ſenſibly touched with this 
recent Proof of the Vanity of this World and of 


all its Enjoyments. | 


* Rev. chap. 14. v. 13. 
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Wir regard to you, my Btethren, who by the 
ſofter Ties of Affinity, Love and A | 


more particularly connected with him; how ſhall 1 


attempt to conſole you in the midſt of your Af- 
fliction? Can I pretend to, render you inſenſible of 
your Loſs ? That would be beyond the Powers of 
Eloquence; it would be an Inſult both on the Ten- 
derneſs of your Natures, and upon the Memory of 
him whom you ſo juſtly loved and eſteemed. The 
Scripture itſelf enters into the Reaſon and Spirit of 
ſuch kind Sympathy, by complaining that the 
Righteous periſbeth, and no Nan layeth it to Heart.“ 
However, let us attend to what follows; the merci 
ful Men are taken away, none conſidering that the 
Righteous is taken away from the Euil to come; for 
he ſhall enter into Peace; they ſhall reft in their Beads, . 
each one walking in his Uprightneſs. I would not 
then, my Brethren, have you ignorant concerning them 
which are aſleep ; that ye ſorrow not even as others 
who have no Hope. f Recollect that your Friend 
had long ceaſed to find Life comfortable before he 


ceaſed to live: Reſign yourſelves therefore with 


Patience into the Hands of that God, who will call 
us all to himſelf, one after another, when we have 
anſwered the Purpoſes of his wiſe and holy Provi- 
dence here below. Afi not therefore your Souls 
for his Departure, Who both lived and died in ſuch 
a Manner as to juſtify our Confidence that his Por- 
tion is in the Preſence of God, where there is Full- 
neſs of Joy; and at his Right Hand, where there. 
are Pleaſures for evermore. d 


* Ifa. chap. 57. v. 1. 71 Theff. chap. 4. v. 13. 
§ Pal. 16. v. 11. | 


E | Uron 


(146 ) 


Urox the whole then, tho' Man that is born of 
a Woman is of few Days, and full of Trouble; yet 
we find that Trouble will be ſucceeded by Joy. 
Our light Afii&on, which is but for a Moment, work- 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
of Glory.* God ſhall wipe away all Tears from our 
Eyes; and there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sor- 
row nor Crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain. 
The Flower is cut down; but to ſpring up again with 
greater Strength and ſuperior Beauty. This Corrup- 
tible ſhall put on Incorruption , and this Mortal put 
on Immortality; then ſhall be brought to paſs the 
Saying that is written ; Death is ſwallowed up in 
Viclory. Man fleeth, it is true, as a Shadow, and 
continueth not ; for here have we no continuing City ; 
. but wwe ſeck one io come A City which hath Founda- 
tions, whoſe Builder and Maker is God; eternal in 
the Heavens. | 1 


In fine, my beloved Brethren, let me exhort you 
to make a wiſe and proper Improvement of all the 
Diſpenſations of God's Providence; to uſe this 
World as not abufing it; for the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away ;** and in every Situation to 
convert the Pains, the Miſeries and the Afffictions 
of this Life, into Motives for ſecuring a juſt Title 
to the Enjoyment of that which is to come. If this 
is your earneſt and conſtant Endeavour, then may 
you hope to die the Death of the Righteous ; then 
- ſhall your /aft End be like his. 


2 Cor. chap. 4. v. 17. + Rev. chap. 21. v. 4. 
$ 1 Cor. chap. 15. v. 53, 54. || Heb. chap. 13. 
v. 14. Chap. II. v. 10. 2 Cor. chap. 5. v. 1. 


% 1 Cor. chap 7. v. 31. 4 Numb. chap. 23. v. 10. 
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Now, this may God Almighty grant unto every 
one of us thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Ln and to him 


be aſcribed all Praiſe, Dominion and Honour, thro” 
endleſs Ages. Amen. 


THE END. 


